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REMARKS 

Claims S-17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, 12, as being indefinite for a 
couple of reasons, both of winch have been obviated in the claims as amended. 

Claims 8 and 1 i have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) over Richard 4 941 . 

Since claim 9 was indicated as containing allowable subject matter in the First Office 
Action, chums 8 and 9 have been combined into amended claim 8. 

Claim 9 has been cancelled. 

Claim 12 was rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(b) over Grote '763 and Burgin '205. 
Since claim 13 was indicated as containing allowable subject matter in the First Office 
Action, claims 12 and 13 have been combined into amended claim 12. 
Claim 13 has been cancelled. 

New claim 18 is mostly like original claim 13 but without the lower lcvclers of parent 
claim 12, Original claim 13 was indicated as containing allowable subject matter on the First 
Office Action so it is believed that claim 18 is allowable for similar reasons that original claim 
13 contained allowable subject matter. New claim 19 is dependent on new claim 18. 

New claim 20 is mostly like original claim 9, but removing the word "upper" before 
"levclcr" and before "stanchions" and removing "pivotally". Original claim 9 was indicated as 
containing, allowable subject matter on the First Office Action. So it is believed that claim 20 
will be allowable for similar reasons that original claim 9 was deemed to contain allowable 
subject matter. In fact, a Notice of Allowability was issued on March 21, 2005 based on the 
Amendment filed March 7, 2005, and this amendment is only necessary to conform with the 
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formalities of 37 C.F.R, § 1.173 as indicated by Examiner Thompson in a telephone call of May 
1 0,2005. 

Attached hereto as "extra pages" is a 7 page document entitled "Explanation of Support 
Kir Claim Changes in Separate Paper Required by 37 CF.lt. § 1.173(b)(3)(c)" which is a 
photo copy of the "AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS" but with handwritten notes showing 
the support in the specification and drawings of the original patent for the claim recitations added 
since the original Reissue Application was filed. Only sheets 1,3, 5, 6 and 7 have newly added 
recitations which required any explanation, so sheets 2 and 4 have no handwritten notes thereon. 

Also attached is a SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION which Examiner Thompson said 
was needed when he called the undersigned attorney on May 19, 2005. 

Accordingly, since all remaining claims 1-8, 10-12 and 14-20 are believed to be clearly 
allowable, a notice to that effect is respectfully submitted. 



STURM & FIX LLP 
206 Sixth Avenue, Suite 1213 
Dcs Moines, Towa 50309-4076 
I 'hone: 515-288-95809 
Pax: 515-28S-1860 



Respectfully submitted, 



Anthony J. MUHICH 





Michael O. Sturm 
Reg. No. 26,078 
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F>rpla-^at»Dv% of Support for elo.^ cK<x^ eS \ n 
Sep^ie. ? aper ne^ur<?i by 37 R R .j \ J73(^ 

AMENDMENTS - TO THE CLAIMS ^ 
Claims 1-7 (allowed) 



8. (Amended) A tree stand, for use on a tree, comprising: 
a scat support disposed generally along a longitudinal axis; 

a strapping mechanism operatively attached to the seat support member for operatively 
attaching the seat support to a tree; 

a aeat operatively attached to a top portion of the seat support; 

a platform operatively [(]pivotally[)] attached to a bottom portion of the seat support, said 
platform having a top portion for permitting a person to stand thereon; 

at least one member operatively attached to the scat support and to the platform to hold 
the platform transversely disposed with respect to the longitudinal axis of the seat support; 

an upper levcler mechanism operatively attached to said scat support and [to] enaageable 
with said tree for adjusting the position of the seat support between a first position and a second 
position with respect to the tree, said first position being closer to the tree than the second 
posilion thereof; [and] 

3D; 34 

^cr^n ^jdim^Jevclcr mechanisnyncludes a first and second sleeve » and a respective 

first and second upper stanchioyach mounted for selective movement y/ithin the respective first 
6H(LsccQi id sleeve, each of the first and second sleeves being operatively attached to the seat 

32 

supiKirl the first and second upper st anchions^each being independently adjustable with respect 
to a respective first and second sleeves to accommodate varying contours of the tree: and 



4?S 



in . ■ 



/ 
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A 



a Jower leveler mechanism including left and right side structural members, each being 
operatively attached to said platform for independently adjusting the position of a respective left 
nnd right rear portion of the platform between a first lower leveler mechanism position and a 
second lower leveler mechanism position with respect to the tree, wherein the first lower leveler 
mechanism position js closer to the tree than the second lower leveler mechanism position 
thereof whereby the platform can be leveled with respect to the left and the right side thereof; 

a left and right side locking mechanism of the respective lower leveler mechanism 
members for selectively and operatively locking the respective lower leveler members in a 
selected one of the first or second lower leveler mechanism positions thereof; 

m emhers^operaliyely attached to left and right sides respectively of an upper portion of 

14 2o 

the scat support and to the platform for holding the top portion of the platform transversely 

disposed with respect to the longitudinal axis of the seat support: 

3o ~* 14 

an up per leveler mechanism operatively attached to said seat support and to said tree for 
adjusti ng the position of the seat support between a first upper levelermechanism position "and a 



mresi] _ _ 

F.3.4 " F.a.5- 

me chanism position bei ng closer to the tree than the second upper leveler position thereof 
whereby the platform can be leveled with respect to the front and the back thereof: and 

a locking me chanism for the upper leveler mechanism for selectively and operatively 

A 

locki ng 1he upper leveler mechanism in a selected one of the first or second positions thereof. 



seep ndijpp er level e r mechanism position with respect to the tree, said first upper leveler 



1^ 
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13. (Cancelled) 



14. (Amended) The tree stand of claim [1 3] 12 wherein said upper leveler 
mechanism includes a first and second sleeve and a respective first and second upper stanchion 
each mounted for selective sliding movement with respect to the respective first and second 
slvevc, each of the first and second sleeves being operatively attached to the seat support, the 
first and second upper stanchions each being independently adjustable with respect to a 
respective first and second sleeves to accommodate varying contours of the tree. 

15. (Original) The tree stand of claim 14 including an independent locking 
mechanism for each sleeve whereby the first stanchion can be in a different locked position with 
respect to the second stanchion. 

1 6. (Original) The tree stand of claim 1 5 wherein the independent locking 
mechanism can be used to lock the first stanchion with respect to the sleeve in more positions 
than jusl said first and second positions thereof. 

1 7. (Original) The tree stand of claim 10 wherein the independent locking 
mechanism c^n be used to lock the first stanchion with respect to the sleeve in more positions 
than just said first and second positions thereof. 
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n ^ ISt (New) A tree stand, for use on a tree, comprising: 

(4 

a s eal support ^disposed generally along a longitudinal axis, said seat support having a top 
portion and a bottom portion: 

ao 

^ jSliy ^ Bpin g mechanism ^operativclv attached to the seat support member for operatively 
attaching the seat support to a tree: 

7o 14 

a seat^operarively attached to the top portion of the seat support 

2.0 14 

a platform^operativcly attached to a bottom portion of the seat support said platform 

having a top portion for permitting a person to stand thereon, a front portion, a rear portion, a 
Sti&sifaw&ASS^falfam&jm portion having a lefl side and a right side; 

So 

m embeiy eratively altached to left and right si des respectively of an upper portion of 
14 2o 

the scat support and to the platform i for holding the top portion of the platform transversely 

d isposed with respect to the longitudinal axis of the seat support; 

* 

art upper leveler mechanism^operativcly attached to a portion of said seat support and 
bei ng disposed a substantial distance above the bottom of the scat support said upper leveler 
Ejecji anism being engageahle with said tree for adjusting the position of the top portion of the 

14 ~* Fi" 9 .4 

sent su opoil^ctwccr i a first upper leveler mechanism positioned a second upper leveler 

rnecjutiusm position Avith respect to the tree, said first upper leveler mechanism positioning 

close r to the tree thun the second upper leveler position thereof whereby the platform can be 

leveled with respect to the front and the back thereof: and 

n lo cking mechanism for the upper lcvclcr mechanism for selectively and operatively 
A 

lockin g tlie upper leveler mechanism in a selected one of the first or second positions thereof 
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^ * 1.9. (New) The tree stand of claim 1 8 wherein said upper leveler mechanism includes 

34 14 . 3o 

at leas t one sleeyejppcrativelv attached to the seat supported at least one stanchion^cccivablo 

34 3© 

within s aid at least one sleeve, said stanchion^eing mounted for selective movement within the 
sleeve." 1 ^" 



20, (New) A tree stand, for use on a tree, comprising: 
' a sc at siipport disposed generally along a longitudinal axis: 

. a go — — ■ |4 

a strapping mechaniSTn^iperatiyely attached to the seat support membei^for operativelv 

14 

attaching the seat supporyo a tree: 

a $eat^opcraUveIy attached to a top portion of the seat support: 
20 

a platform operativelv attached to a bottom portion of the seat support, said platform 
A 

havmg.3JpjU3Prt for, permitting a person to stand thereon; 

SO 

at, least one mcmbo^peratiyely attachedjojthe seat support and to the platform to hold 
the. pl at form transversely disposed with respect to the longitudinal axis of the seat support; 

a leveler mechanism operativelv attached to said seat support and cngageable with said 
tree for adjusting the position of the scat support between a first position and a second position \ F«"<jS. 4 \ 
with respect to the tr ee, said first position being closer to the tree than the second position J 
thereof ~ A on 

wherein said leveler mechanism includes a first and second stceve A and a r espective first 

32 •* 4Z ^ 

and sec ond stanchion . each mounted for selective movement within the respective first and 
second slcevc. each ofthe first and second sleeves being operativelv attached to the seat support. 



s 
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<5° * 

tlio first and second stanchions each being independently adjustable with respect to a respective 
34 er ZZ 

first a nd second sleeves to accommodate varying contours of the tree: and 



35,36;3f& of Pm. 2 or the titles a»J p'i*s °i FY* 

ism^for selectively ana operatively locking the levclcr mechanism ina ' 

selected one ofthe first or second positions thereof. 



a locking mechanisni' 
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